“Three Ways To Better Manage Your Money”
1. Don’t waste it.  Money flows in and out of our hands daily.  We have to control it better.  How can we do that?  Budget, save some of all you make, and eliminate your debt.  
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2. Another way to manage your money is to grow it.  Remember ideas from “Rich Dad Poor Dad” by Robert Kiyosaki.  Asset = Puts money in pocket/Liability = Takes money out of your pocket  =>  Focus on spending less than you make and investing more in assets.

One way to make/grow money from nothing is from selling your knowledge/experience.  From the book “Cracking The Millionaire Code” by Allen & Hansen:
->What do you know that people would pay you to teach them?  Your life experience is worth money to someone. Pg. 67
->Your problems could be worth money.  P. 68 

3. The third way to manage your money is to give it away/share it!  This is one of the best ways to protect your self from the dangers of money.  Giving money away keeps God “god” and keeps money from becoming your “god.”  Tips for giving: (Most are from 2 Corinthians 9:6-14)
· Giving is always to God, not a church or pastor.  V.13-13“You will be glorifying God through your generous gifts. For your generosity to them will prove that you are obedient to the Good News of Christ.”  Giving is a form or worship.  It’s form or thanksgiving, a form of obedience.  You’re giving it to God to be used by a church or ministry.  You’re not just giving to a church or ministry.  This is an important way to view your giving.
· Giving should be planned.  V. 7 “You must each make up your own mind as to how much you should give…”  Decide what you will give weekly, monthly and yearly to God to be used for your church, missions, the poor and needy, etc.  This will help you to become a systematic giver and to give more effectively.  (Use form you were given.)
· Give with happiness. Paul says in V. 7 “Don't give reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully.” Don’t give because you have to.  Give because you want to!  God doesn’t want your offering, if you don’t want to give it!  
· Try tithing –“Tithe” means 10%.  Try giving your tithe because you want to, not because you have to but.  Give your tithe out of faith – trusting that God has given you all you have. Give it out of worship and thanksgiving for all he’s given you.  Do it to remind yourself, and to show God, that you believe he’s going to keep providing for you.  If you aren’t financially able to start by giving your whole 10%, then start somewhere: 3%, 5%, ?.  See what happens, then give more as you’re able.  Remember: Many secular success and finance books suggest tithing, because it’s a real principle that works.

Bottom-line: God will bless you when you give.  You’ll be rewarded in this life and the next.  It’s one way to store up treasures in heaven.  It’s a way to build your “Spiritual Assets” column.  (Make sure to see Jesus’ promise about giving in Luke 6:37-38.)  God is looking for “givers” to give to.  He’s looking for people to bless who will share the blessing with others and give it to be used to see God’s work done in this area and around the world.
Debt Elimination Method: “Find” an extra $50 a month in your budget that you can apply to your credit card bills (Stop drinking a couple lattes a week and bring a bag lunch to work or school and you can find that $50 quickly!).  Begin applying that $50 to your smallest credit card bill.  (Ex.  If you pay $50 a month on your smallest bill, add this $50 and you’ll now pay $100 a month.)  Once you pay that bill off then take the money you were paying to that bill and begin paying it to the next smallest bill.  (Ex.  If you’re next smallest bill has a $75 payment, you now pay $175.)  When that bill is paid off take that $175 and add it to the next smallest bill.  Keep doing this till all your bills are paid off!  The best thing about this method is that it only requires “finding” $50 that you’re wasting somewhere else.  After that, all the money comes from the money you’re already paying to bills.








